
AFRICAN HORSE
SICKNESS

The effect on South African Exports



Summary of the Equestrian Industry 
in South Africa



Estimated 300 000 horse in South 
Africa

Horse numbers

Racing Sport Small breeds Rural



Average value of yearlings at sales 
worldwide
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Interesting facts about SA horses 
competing abroad

ÅSouth African bred horses have a 60% prize 
money strike rate in HK

ÅSouth African Bred horses Tiger Prawn and 
Sweet Sanette hold track records in HK



Current Export Opportunity



SA Direct to the USA

ÅNo Pre-Export 
Quarantine, only 
screening

Å60 days Lock down post-
arrival quarantine, with 
limited exercise options

Å2 weeks CEMtest mating 
post quarantine, 
problematic with colts

ÅPiroNegative



SA Direct EU

Å 60 days residency in the AHS 
Free Zone including 40 days 
Lock down Quarantine

Å No AHS can occur within the 
control area for 2 years before 
Export. 

Å Reassortments and/or 
reversion to virulence of the 
live attenuated vaccine have 
influenced exports since 2004 
through outbreaks occurring in 
the controlled area

Å 2013 FVOaudit found issues 
past AHS



SA via Mauritius to EU

Å21 days Pre-export 
Quarantine 

Å90 Days in Mauritius 
including 19 days post 
arrival quarantine, and 
40 days pre-export 
quarantine

ÅPost arrival residency of 
between 30 and 90 days 
for non-EU final 
destinations



Estimation of Export market per 
annum via Mauritius

Estimated export numbers

Race Horses Endurance Other Permanent Imp



Challenges to  
Export

ÅAfrican horse sickness

ïOIE listed disease

ïVector borne (Culicoides
midges)

ïRecognized as one of 6 
diseases requiring above 
standard biosecurity control 
in the hL9ΩǎHHPprotocol

ïConsequence assessment 
for importing countries high

ïSeen in equivalence to 
Bluetongue spread



AHS can be managed

ÅVirus

ïshort intrinsic 
incubation (in horse)

ïNo carrier status

ïClinical surveillance 
plays a big role in 
detection of disease

ïControl access to 
midge = control 
access to virus



AHS Control Zones



Scientific developments in testing

Á2013: Equine Research Centre 
(University of Pretoria) ςUse 
of a newly developed real time 
PCR in disease freedom 
surveillance 
Á2015: ERCςTriplex type 

specific PCR allowing timely 
analysis of positive results
ÁнлмсΥ wƛǎƪ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ όмх 

author from AusVetin 
Australia) detailing the 
likelihood of exporting 
undetected infected horses is 
negligible



History also shows AHS is manageable

ÅAHS exported through live horse movements 
from Southern Africa

ïLast time from Namibia in 1987 to Spain in Zebra

ÅBetween 1995 and 2014 AHS never implicated 
in the dissemination of AHS through horse 
movement for competition



RSA now has ability to set export focus 

TWO PARALLEL PROCESSES

Maintain systems to 

comply with and seek to 

improve current protocols 

Establish new trade 

opportunities using global 

standards and scientific 

advances 



New trade opportunity

ÅVector protected pre-export quarantine with 
vector surveillance and AHS testing

ïInternational quarantine standards

ïTesting using OIE Biological Standards Commission 
test fit for purpose

ïBased on risk assessment (quantitative)


